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As part of its mission to strengthen science education, HHMI presents the Holiday 
Lectures on Science, an annual series that brings the latest developments in a rapidly 
moving field of research into the classroom. The lectures are given by HHMI investigators 
and other leading scientists. The 2008 Holiday Lectures, Making Your Mind: Molecules, 
Motion, and Memory, are the sixteenth in the series, which began in 1993. 

To complement the Holiday Lectures and enhance their usefulness in the classroom, 
HHMI produces a variety of free science education materials. Lecture summaries, 
biographies of the lecturers, and other resources are at www.holidaylectures.org. DVDs 
and CD-ROMs can be ordered through HHMI’s Catalog at http://catalog.hhmi.org. 

The BioInteractive website (www.BioInteractive.org) features virtual labs, animations, and 
other engaging instructional materials. They can be used to supplement the lecture topics 
or to learn important concepts in the biomedical sciences. 

 

After you have analyzed all of your data, report your results to your teacher or program 
coordinator in the format shown below: 

Sample Data 

Day 1 # of errors: 40, 32, 25, 20, 15, 18, 15, 12, 10, 9  

Day 1 times in seconds: 330, 260, 250, 260, 190, 190, 200, 
160, 130, 100  

Day 2 # of errors: (sequence of 10 numbers)  

Day 2 times in seconds: (sequence of 10 numbers)  

Day 3 # of errors: (sequence of 10 numbers)  

Day 3 times in seconds: (sequence of 10 numbers)  

Your name  

Your school name  

Age 

These should be in chronological order. In this case, the first trial of Day 1 had 40 
errors and took 5 minutes and 30 seconds or 330 seconds to complete, the second trial 
had 32 errors and took 4 minutes and 20 seconds or 260 seconds to complete, etc. 

 

About the Holiday Lectures on Science and BioInteractive.org 
 

Report Your Results 
 

The Howard Hughes Medical Institute is a nonprofit medical research organization that employs hundreds of leading 
biomedical scientists working at the forefront of their fields. In addition, through its grants program and other 
activities, HHMI is helping enhance science education at all levels and maintain the vigor of biomedical science 
worldwide. Headquartered in Chevy Chase, Maryland, HHMI is one of the world's largest philanthropies, with 
laboratories across the United States and grants programs throughout the world. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Trustees or management of the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute.  

© 2008 Howard Hughes Medical Institute 

 

About the Howard Hughes Medical Institute 

Office of Grants and Special Programs 
4000 Jones Bridge Road, Chevy Chase, MD 20815  
(301) 215-8500  • biointeractive@hhmi.org 

Visit 
BioInteractive.org 

• Annotated 2-D and 3-D 
animations 

• Virtual labs and other 
interactive resources 

• Web video clips, virtual 
museums, and more 
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Practice Sheet
Trace the star without using a mirror. 

Try it right-handed, left-handed, clockwise, and counter-clockwise to decide what feels most 
comfortable or easiest.

Then use the combination most comfortable (e.g. left-handed clockwise) for the actual trials.
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Time taken to complete this tracing:              mins                 secs  =                        secs

Name:

Number of errors on this tracing

Day # (circle one)  1   2   3   Trial # (circle one)  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10


